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ANNE-MARIE DUFF (SUFFRAGETTE) RETURN TO THE NATIONAL
THEATRE TO PLAY MACBETH AND LADY MACBETH.
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Lauren Yee’s father, Larry Yee, blocking

a shot. Photo from excerpt of The Great
Leap on New Play Exchange, courtesy of
the playwright.

three female playwrights who aren’t
afraid to walk away with a scraped knee
and a couple of bruises. As every coach
we've ever encountered has said, “Rub
some dirt on it and walk it oft” m

The Great Leap by Lauren Yee runs at
Seattle Repertory Theatre from March 23
to April 22.

The Wolves by Sarah DeLappe runs at
ACT from April 20 to May 13.

A workshop production of Dust by
Danielle Mohlman runs at Youth Theatre
Northwest from May 11 to 12.

Danielle Mohlman is a nationally
produced feminist playwright based in
Seattle. Her play Nexus is among the 2015
Honorable Mentions on The Kilroys list.
She is an alumnus of the inaugural class
of Playwrights’ Arena at Arena Stage and
a member of the 2018 Umbrella Project
Writers Group.




Dialogue

Encore Stages in conversation

Photo by Youth in Focus student.

Youth in Focus is a 24-year-old youth development photography
program whose mission is to empower young people to experience
their world in new ways and to make positive changes in their lives
through photography.

Encore Stages recently sat down with Trina Gadsden,
Youth in Focus’s Executive Director, to discuss seeing
the world in light and shadows, a boy named Tony, and
how you can help.

What is Youth in Focus?

We put cameras in the hands of
adolescents and place them in a
challenging environment surrounded
by high-quality, talented teachers and
nurturing adult mentors, creating a
strong community of support. Through
photography our students find their
voice, identity, creativity, and gain new
confidence in their worth and abilities.

We are the people who teach kids how
to develop negatives into positives.
Nobody has as much fun creating a safe
community of trust and support for
youth through photography, as we do.
Our impact is empowering youth to find
their voice and gain self-confidence as
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Photo by Youth in Focus student Chris P.

they learn life skills and discover who
they are, and what matters to them.

Are you a photographer yourself? What
got you into the art form?

Back in the day my father bought me

a second-hand film camera before I
headed off to college. Since that time,

I see the world in light and shadows.
Photography has always been a magical
medium for me to explore human
emotions and nature’s gifts.

How did you get involved with Youth in
Focus?

While in graduate school, I was
fascinated with the nonprofit and
partnered with them any opportunity

I could, to see how the organization
could play on alarger scale and

serve more youth through the gift

of photography. When the former
Executive Director decided to leave,
the Founder, Walter Bodle, left me a
voicemail and said, “You need to apply”
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“Through
photography
our students
find their
voice, identity,
creativity,

and gain new
confidence in
their worth and
abilities.”

At the time, I was running a nonprofit
doing work in Uganda, but I knew I
couldn’t pass up the opportunity to
help empower youth in our community
through a camera lens.

Who are some of your favorite
photographers? Why?

Our Youth in Focus students who
create profound work and continue to
vulnerably reveal their inner struggles
through a camera lens. We often rush
through our busy lives without truly
noticing or appreciating all the unique
things that surround us. Our students
continue to remind me of the beauty in
the small things.

In the professional realm, Joyce
Tenneson’s portraits have always been
hauntingly beautiful and unworldly

to me. And Alan Ross, who was Ansel
Adams’ assistant for years, chases light
and captures emotions in nature, like no
other.



Trina Gadsden.

What are some specific events or
activities throughout the year that the
kids participate in?

We offer quarterly Core Classes for
youth ages 13-19 in digital and black
and white photography. Throughout
the year we partner with schools,
community centers, libraries and other
organizations within the community
through our Partner Programs, and we
work with populations ranging from
elementary school children to 92-year-
olds through our Seniors in Focus
program!

“Nobody

has as much
fun creating a
safe community
of trust and
support for
youth through
photography, as
we do.”
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Enjoy artistically inspired dishes crafted from local
ingredients, and see the personal story of Dale Chihuly
through his collections.

LUNCH / WEEKEND BRUNCH

COLLECTIONSCAFE.COM

LOCATED AT CHIHULY GARDEN AND GLASS
305 HARRISON ST/ SEATTLE WA

206.753.4935

COLLECTIONS

IF YOU LOVED PRISCILLA QUEEN OF THE DESERT

AT BPA, SAIL BACK FOR. ..
Alr

Book by Douglas Carter Beane
Music and Lyrics by Jeff Lynne and John Farrar
Based on the Universal Pictures film with
Screenplay by Richard Danus & Marc Rubel

Directed by Joanna Hardie
Musical Direction by Elizabeth Faye
“Choreography by Heather Dawson

' Originally produced on Broadway by Robert
Ahrens,Don Vickery, Tara Smith, B. Swibel,
Sara Murchison, Dale Smith & Cari Smulyan

MAY 4™-20™

TICKETS:
206.842.8569

BAINBRIDGEPERFORMINGARTS.ORG

Presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI), www.MTIShows.com

. BAINBRIDGE
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Photo by Youth in Focus student.

What are some of your favorite
memories of Youth in Focus?

One of my favorite memories at

Youth in Focus has nothing to do with
photography and more about the
connection with the youth. A few years
ago, there was a student named Tony,
who was personally struggling because
he had been moved around so many
times while in foster care. He would
come early to class and would sit in

my office and we would talk about his
day, sometimes he would ask for advice
on how to get along with his foster
parents better as he didn’'t want to get
moved again, but most of the time I just
listened and let him know I saw him and
appreciated him. About a year into our
program, after changing schools and
his foster care home again, he ran in my
office and said he was getting adopted
by one of his teachers in his school! We
were both so excited, we started crying
and jumping around my office! His new

“Dad” showed up to his End of Quarter
Show and Tony was grinning from ear
to ear as he shared his final image and
spoke to the crowd about his work and
experience in our program.

“Our Youth in
Focus students
...reveal their inner
struggles through
a camera lens.”

What do you hope for the organization
in both the near and distant future?

My goal has always been to be a
sustainable organization that can serve
more kids through quality programs.
Long term, we have been working with
Mahlum Architects to help design
“Youth in Focus in a Box’ so we can


http://book-it.org
http://taproottheatre.org

How to get involved!

Teach

Youth in Focus needs professional
teaching artists to teach B&W
Darkroom and Digital Photography
classes. Course are eight-weeks
long and occur throughout the
year. They also offer workshops
and partner programs, depending
on a teacher’s interest and skills.

Mentor

If you have experience with
photography and working with
at-risk youth, you could become

a mentor with Youth in Focus to
help make a difference in the lives
of over 300 kids a year. Mentors
must be available for class twice a

week, over an eight-week course.

Volunteer

Maybe you’d like to help, but
photography isn’t a strong suit.
Youth in Focus has volunteer
positions available to help
with everything from events to

recruitment to administrative tasks.

Learn more and apply for any
of these positions at
youthinfocus.org

expand to other communities in the
state and nationwide.

How can one support Youth in Focus?

Individual donations go such a long
way in our nonprofit and help cover
scholarships, film and cameras, just

to name a few things! Corporate
sponsorship of our classes is extremely
helpful, along with simply spreading the
word and sharing the work we do with
more people to gain support! B

Jonathan Shipley is a freelance writer
living in West Seattle. He's been published
in the Los Angeles Times, Fine Books

& Collections Magazine, and Seattle
Magazine, among others.

Wholesale and Retail Sales @ Roasting fine coffees since 1993

Fel ol of
COFFELS

400 N 43rd St. ® Seattle, WA.

One of Seattle’s original
roaster cafes, Lighthouse
has spent more than
twenty years creating a
loyal following of coffee
lovers. Lighthouse roasts
consistently great coffee
in small batches of the
freshest premium beans,
hand roasted in a vintage
cast-iron roaster each day.

98103 ® 206-633-4775

LIGHTHOUSEROASTERS.COM
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We accept lovingly used instruments and donations to repair them.
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www.Music4Life.org
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For creating Hot Java Cool Jazz, where

high school kids shine at the Paramount. i
For turning rock concerts into money for local *
nonprofits with Little Big Show. ""'

For supporting STG and thousands of young
artists over the last 13 years.

We are from here for here.

starbucks.com/seattle

© 2016 Starbucks Coffee Company. All rights reserved. SBX16-241124


http://starbucks.com/seattle

Intermission

Brain Transmission

Are you waiting for the curtain to rise? Or, perhaps, you've just returned to your seat before the second

act and have a few minutes to spare? Treat your brain to this scintillating trivia quiz!

Email us the answer to the last question and have a chance to win tickets to a show!

1) Seattle Rock Orchestra will grace the
stage to perform the music of the
Beatles, at the Moore Theatre, May
12-13. In which German city did the
Beatles hone their craft in 1960-'62?

a) Frankfurt

b) Dresden
¢) Hamburg
d) Berlin

2) Diego El Cigala, the masterful
Romani flamenco singer, will
perform at Meany Center, April
7. His full name is Diego Ramoén
Jiménez Salazar - El Cigala is a
nickname. What does it mean?

a) 'The Western Eel
b) Norway Lobster

c) Fiddler Crab

d) European Crayfish

3) Meany Center welcomes
Complexions Contemporary Ballet
to Seattle on May 17-19. Founded
in 1994 by dance legends Dwight
Rhoden and Desmond Richardson,
from which city does this storied

company hail?
a) Chicago

b) New York

c¢) Los Angeles
d) Toronto

4) Mac Beth, aretelling of Shakespeare’s
MacBeth through the eyes of several

women, will play May 18-June 17 7)
at Seattle Repertory Theatre, where

it was developed last year. The play

is written and directed by Erica

Schmidt. Which one-person play did

she direct at Seattle Rep in 20117

a) IAm My Own Wife

b) The Agony and the Ecstasy of
Steve Jobs

¢) TheKofD, an urban legend

d) Humor Abuse

Lady Windermeres Fan is to play

May 16-June 23 at Taproot Theatre
Company. This is the fourth play 8)
written by Oscar Wilde. Which of the
following was written immediately

prior?

a) Salomé

b) The Importance of Being Earnest
¢) Anldeal Husband

d) A Woman of No Importance

Shakespeare in Love is being
produced by Seattle Shakespeare
Company, May 2 -June 3. This play
is adapted from the Oscar-winning

On April 20-May 13, ACT will
produce The Wolves, a play about a
girls’ soccer team. Title X is a federal
law prohibiting discrimination on
the basis of sex in education. This

is often cited as justification for

the funding of women’s athletic
programs in schools as well as men’s.
In what year was this made law?

a) 1972
b) 1964
¢) 1990
d) 1980

The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar
Wao, a play based on Junot Diaz’s
book by the same title, will play at
Book-It Repertory Theatre, April
19-May 6. Junot Diaz is a MacArthur
Fellowship recipient. Which of the
following writers won this award the
same year as him?

a) Dinaw Mengestu
b) Ta-Nehisi Coates
c) Jesmyn Ward

d) Edwidge Danticat

film by the same title. Who played
Shakespeare’s love interest in the
1998 movie?

a) Claire Danes
b) Kate Winslet
¢) Emma Thompson
d) Gwyneth Paltrow

Bonus Question

What was the last arts performance
you attended that you liked best and
why?

Email your response to
production@encoremediagroup.com
with "Trivia Quiz" in the subject line.
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